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Government of India 

Ministry of Communication & Information Technology 
Department of Telecommunications 
Access Services Wing 
20, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001 



No.-16/04/2015-ASIII/NP/27/ 2-8 HI Dated: 06/08/2015 

Record of Discussions of the Meeting chaired by Secretary, Department of 
Telecom on 24.07.2015 at 2:30 pm in Conference Hall to discuss MoWCD 

proposals on social messaging and inclusion of Panic Button in mobile phone 
handsets. 


A meeting was held on 24.07.2015 at 02:30 pm under the chairmanship of 
Secretary, Department of Telecom to discuss the MoWCD proposals on social 
messaging through TSPs network and inclusion of Panic Button in mobile phone 
handset. List of participants is enclosed as Annexure-I. 


The following points were discussed in the meeting:- 
1. Secretary, DoT has emphasized that MoWCD has taken good initiative for 
sending useful and educative information for combating malnutrition to the 
common citizen through SMS and other mobile applications. Vodafone has 
taken this as their CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) initiative. He requested 
all the service providers to consider participating in this social endeavour like 
Vodafone. In this regard, the content of the same will be provided by MoWCD. 


2. MoWCD desired that there should be physical Panic Button in the mobile 
handset which a woman in distress may press to call for help. 
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3. On this issue, one of the Telecom Industry representative told that this issue 
stands resolved in one of the meetings by Ministry of Finance chaired by 
secretary (Finance) on Nirbhaya Fund, wherein it was recommended that a 
physical button is not a feasible solution for a mobile phone handset as it is not in 
practice anywhere in the world. Shri Pankaj Mohindroo of Indian Cellular 
Association also expressed that a similar meeting was also held by the then 
Minister of Finance, Shri P. Chidambaram with Lt. Governor, Delhi on the 
above subject and it was decided to explore the feasibility of long pressing of 
number ‘9’ or any other number which will directly reach emergency number 
‘112’. He said that solution can be to assign digit ‘9’ as preferred SoS key which 
will work both for featured phone as well as smart phone. When the digit ‘9’ is 
pressed for about 3-5 seconds the Emergency call should be facilitated. He also 
informed that for smart and touch phones in the very first screen and icon named 
“emergency” appears and once the icon is pressed it will give rise to a key pad 
for dialling Emergency number like ‘911’ in USA and ‘112’ in rest of the world 
or the person can press digit ‘9’ for 3-5 seconds to activate Emergency calls. 
However, MoWCD has opined that there should be a physical panic button in 
mobile phone handsets as this appears to be more fail safe and easier to use in a 
panic situation. Secretary, DoT expressed that dialling a Emergency Number 
when a women is in danger/distress/panic may not possible. A physical panic 
button seems to be better suited in such a situation; however it needs to be 
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examined whether it is feasible or not and to go through the deliberations which 

have taken place in Ministry of Finance for Nirbhaya Fund. He asked Member 
(Tech) to examine this issue. 

4. MoWCD has proposed a communication strategy for advocacy by engaging the 
TSPs wherein, short duration videos will be delivered to their targeted sections of 
society. In this regard, IPA is engaged for loading the content in mobile apps and 
Vodafone has come forward to deliver the malnutrition message along with link 
to view the video on Kuposhan”. In this model Vodafone is utilising the CSR 
budget and giving credit of Rs. 10 to the customers whosoever is downloading 
the app and viewing the videos. It was suggested by the IPA representative that 
this Vodafone initiative can be replicated by other TSPs. Telecom Industries 
desired a detailed document on this initiative from the MoWCD. Special 
Secretary, DoT expressed that Vodafone initiative should be studied by other 
TSPs and they should consider it on priority with their CSR teams for inclusion 
in their programme. It was decided that TSPs will examine the proposal and will 
send their consent/views/ queries, if any, before next meeting. 

5. Telecom Industry desired that there should be some incentive from Govt, too in 

terms of licence fee etc apart from CSR activity for broadcast of social media 
Govt, messages. 
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6. Special Secretary, DoT further expressed that the top most concerns of the 
Government of India should be followed up in time bound manner. Further it was 
decided that the TSPs will come along with their CSR team in the next meeting 
for reaching the any conclusive solution. It was also desired that Indian Cellular 
associations may lead the initiatives and discuss the proposal with their 
respective members. With regard to Panic Button it was desired that the issue 
can be re-examined by Member (Tech), DoT with ICA/TSPs so that any 
conclusive solution can be evolved. 


(Dhanai n) 



Director (AS-III) 
Tel no.-23036387 
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Dear Snri Garg, 
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Secretary 

Government of India 
Ministry of Women & Child Development 
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110001 
Website : http://www.wcd.nic.in 

Date : 08.07.2015 


Please refer to my D.O. letter of even number dated 10.06.2015, regarding 
the proposal of UNICEF for wider dissemination of the Nutrition/Poshan Videos 
through innovative approaches wherein, I have requested your Ministry to explore 
the possibility of associating Telecom Service Providers in UNICEF campaign for 
wider dissemination of Nutrition/Poshan Videos under their respective CSRs. 

2. In this regard, may I request you to kindly arrange a meeting with all Telecom 
Service Providers for discussing the modalities and their interest in active 
participation not only in the said campaign but also in taking forward Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao (BBBP) initiative of our Ministry. It is also requested to kindly associate 
Mobile Device manufacturers in this meeting for taking up the issue of ‘Panic Button’ 
on mobile equipments for women in distress, as has been discussed by the Minister, 
VVCD with your Joint Secretary yesterday. A copy of Minister WCD's D O. letter 
No.264/M/I 5 dated 8 th July, 2015 to Minister of Communication and IT in this regard 
is enclosed. 

3. I would be grateful if the proposed meeting could be convened at your earliest 
possible convenience to discuss and decide on the above three issues. 
Representative of this Ministry may also be invited for discussions during the 
meeting 
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MINISTER 

MINISTRY OF WOMEN & CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NEW DELHI-110001 


Dear Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, 


8th July, 2015 


Please recall our discussion during the launch event of the Khoya Paya 
Website. One of the main thrust areas of the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development is to reach across to common citizens on various issues related to 
women and children for which we have been utilizing different channels and 
media for this purpose in the past. 

2. One such effort is to utilize the reach of the mobile phone and with the 
help of Vodafone, we have recently launched an initiative to take our message 
of combating malnutrition to the common citizen. While the content for the same 
has been provided by the Ministry, Vodafone has taken this as their CSR 
initiatives. This has high potential of replication with the other mobile phone 
service providers. 

3. Hon’ble Prime Minister had recently mentioned that it is desirable to have 
a “Panic Button” on all mobile phone handsets so that a women user can access 
help in times of distress. I understand that there are a number of Apps are 
available for this purpose but in a situation of distress, particularly in situations 
where women are facing acts of violence, it is not possible to launch an App and 
access help. I strongly feel that the solution lies in actually having a panic 
button on the handset which operates without having to first unlock the mobile 
phone. I further feel that different countries / societies / users will have different 
reasons for having this panic button but in the Indian context it is important 
for the purpose of women safety. 

4. Therefore I request you the following:- 

(i) Convene a meeting of mobile phone service providers where my 
Ministry can showcase the Vodafone initiative and request otiier 
service providers to replicate the same. 


Off. 'A' Wing, Shastr; Bhavan, Dr. Rajendre Prasad Road, New Delhi-11 G 001, Tel. : 23074052-64, Fax : 23 3 1 384 
Rest : 14 Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001, Tel. : 23357038, Fax ; 23354321 
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(ii) 


vene a meeting of the representatives of mobile phone handsets 
manufacturers where we can discuss the importance of having the 
panic button so that the manufacturers can start incorporating the 
same in the design of their future models. 


4. I shall be grateful for an early action in this regard. 


With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 






(Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi) 


Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, 

Minister of Communications 8s 
Information Technology, 

Room NO 105, l*t Floor’ Sanchar Bhawan 

New Delhi ’ 
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THE INDIAN WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY ACT, 1933* 

An 

Act 

to regulate the possession of wireless telegraphy apparatus. 

Whereas it is expedient to regulate the possession of wireless 
telegraphy apparatus in India; it is hereby enacted as follows: 

1. Short title, extent and commencement. —(1) This Act may be 

called the Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933. 

(2) It extends to the whole of India 2 [* * * * *]. 

(3) It shall come into force on such date 3 as the Central Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 

2. Definitions. —In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the 
subject or context— 

4 [(1) ‘wireless communication’ means any transmission, omission or 
reception of signs, signals, writing, images and sounds, or 
intelligence of any nature by means of electricity, magnetism, or 
Radio waves or Hertzian waves, without the use of wires or other 
continuous electrical conductors between the transmitting and 
the receiving apparatus; 

Explanation .—‘Radio waves’ or ‘Hertzian waves’ means 
electromagnetic waves of frequencies lower than 3,000 giga- 
cycles per second propagated in space without artificial guide;] 

(2) ‘wireless telegraphy apparatus’ means any apparatus, appliance, 
instrument or material used or capable of use in wireless 
communication, and includes any article determined by rule 
made under section 10 to be wireless telegraphy apparatus, but 
does not include any such apparatus, appliance, instrument or 
material commonly used for other electrical purposes, unless it 
has been specially designed or adapted for wireless 
communication or forms part of some apparatus, appliance, 
instrument or material specially so designed or adapted, nor any 
article determined by rule made under section 10 not to be 
wireless telegraphy apparatus; 

5 [(2A) ‘wireless transmitter’ means any apparatus, appliance, 
instrument or material used or capable of use for transmission 
or omission of wireless communication;] 


Act XVD of 1933, dated 11.9.1933. 

Words 'except the State of Hyderabad' omitted by the Part B States (Laws) Act, 1951. 
1 January 1934. 

Substituted by the Telegraph Laws (Amendment) Act, 1961. 

Substituted by the Telegraph Laws (Amendment) Act, 1961. 
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(3) ‘prescribed’ means prescribed by rules made under section 10. 

3. Prohibition of possession of wireless telegraphy apparatus 
without licence. —Save as provided by section 4, no person shall 
possess wireless telegraphy apparatus except under and in accordance 
with a license issued under this Act. 

4. Power of Central Government to exempt persons from 
provisions of the Act. —The Central Government may by rules made 
under this Act exempt any person or any class of persons from the 
provisions of this Act either generally or subject to prescribed conditions, 
or in respect of specified wireless telegraphy apparatus. 

5. Licenses. —The telegraph authority constituted under the Indian 
Telegraph Act, 1885 (13 of 1885), shall be the authority competent to 
issue licenses to possess wireless telegraphy apparatus under this Act, 
and may issue licenses in such manner, on such conditions and subject 
to such payments, as may be prescribed. 

6. Offence and penalty. —(1) Whoever possesses any 6 [wireless 
telegraphy apparatus, other than a wireless transmitter,] in 
contravention of the provisions of section 3 shall be punished, in the 
case of the first offence, with fine which may extend to one hundred 
rupees, and, in the case of a second or subsequent offence, with fine 
which may extend to two hundred and fifty rupees. 

7 [(1A) Whoever possesses any wireless transmitter in contravention of 
the provisions of section 3 shall be punished with imprisonment which 
may extend to three years, or with fine which may extend to one 
thousand rupees or with both.] 

(2) For the purposes of this section, a court may presume that a 
person possesses wireless telegraphy apparatus if such apparatus is 
under his ostensible charge, or is located in any premises or place over 
which he has effective control. 

(3) If in the trial of an offence under this section the accused is 
convicted, the court shall decide whether any apparatus in respect of 
which an offence has been committed should be confiscated, and, if it so 
decides, may order confiscation accordingly. 

8 [7. Power of search. —Any officer specialty empowered by the Central 
Government in this behalf may search any building, vessel or place in 
which he has reason to believe that any wireless telegraphy apparatus, in 
respect of which an offence punishable under section 6 has been 
committed, is kept or concealed, and take possession thereof.] 


Substituted by the Act 31 of 1949, section 5 for 'wireless telegraphy apparatus'. 
Substituted by the Act 31 of 1949. 

Substituted by the Act 31 of 1949. 
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8. Apparatus confiscated or having no owner to be the property of 
Central Government— All wireless telegraphy apparatus confiscated 
under the provisions of sub-section (3) of section 6, and all wireless 
telegraphy apparatus having no ostensible owner shall be the property of 
the Central Government. 

9. Power of Court to direct payment of fines to prescribed 
authority. —Ceased to have effect by A.O., 1937 and repealed by 
the Repealing and Amending Act, 1940 (32 of 1940), section 2 and 
Schedule I. 

10. Power of Central Government to make rules. —(1) The Central 
Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this Act. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing power, such rules may provide for— 

(i) determining that any article or class of article shall be or shall 
not be wireless telegraphy apparatus for the purposes of this 
Act; 

(ii) the exemption of persons or classes of persons under section 4 
from the provisions of this Act; 

(iii) the manner of and the conditions governing the issue, renewal, 
suspension and cancellation of licenses, the form of licenses and 
the payments to be made for the issue and renewal of licenses; 

(iv) the maintenance of records containing details of the acquisition 
and disposal by sale or otherwise of wireless telegraphy 
apparatus possessed by dealers in wireless telegraphy 
apparatus; 

(v) the conditions governing the sale of wireless telegraphy 
apparatus by dealers in and manufacturers of such apparatus. 

(3) In making a rule under this section the Central Government may 
direct that a breach of it shall be punishable with fine which may extend 
to one hundred rupees. 

9[(4) Every rule made under this section shall be laid as soon as may 
be after it is made before each House of Parliament while it is in session 
for a total period of 30 days which may be comprised in one session or 
10 [in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the 
session immediately following the session or the successive sessions 
aforesaid], both Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or 


Inserted by the Telegraph Laws (Amendment) Act, 1961. 

10 Substituted for 'in two successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is so 
laid or the session immediately following' by the Delegated Legislation Provisions (Amendment) 
Act, 1985, with effect from 15 May 1986. 
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both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall 
thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the 
case may be; so however, that any such modification or annulment shall 
be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under 
that rule.] 

11. Savings of Indian Telegraph Act, 1885. —Nothing in this Act 
contained shall authorise the doing of anything prohibited under the 
Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 (13 of 1885), and no license issued under 
this Act shall authorise any person to do anything for the doing of which 
a license or permission under the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, is 
necessary. 
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To facilitate establishment of an efficient in India> the 

Emergency Communication & Response System P Single Number 

Authority suo-motu issued a consultation paper on Jn g ys { em ’ dated 15 th 
Based Integrated Emergency Communication & Respons meeting 

March 201 3 for seeking comments of stakeholders, in + ; . and National 

was also held with representatives of Ministry of Home . 

Disaster Management Authority and the State Governrnen s - 


i ^holders and internal 
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Information note to the Press (Press Release No. 25/2015) 

For Immediate Release 

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 

TRAI releases Recommendations on implementation of “Single Number based 

Integrated Emergency Communication & Response System” 

New Delhi, 7 th April, 2015 - To facilitate establishment of an efficient and robust 
Integrated Emergency Communication & Response System (IECRS) in India, the 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has suo-motu- issued 
recommendations on implementation of ‘Single Number based Integrated 
Emergency Communication & Response System (IECRS)’ today. These 
recommendations have been finalized after wider consultations with the 
stakeholders. 

2. The Authority had issued a Consultation Paper titled ‘Universal Single Number 
based Integrated Emergency Communication & Response System’ dated 15 ,h 
March 2013 for seeking comments of stakeholders. Since State Governments are 
major stakeholders in the entire process of setting up IECRS, meeting with the 
representatives of State Governments, Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and 
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) was also held at New Delhi. 

3. The salient features of the recommendations are given below: 

i) Number ‘112’ be adopted as the single emergency number for India. 

ii) Calls made from a landline or mobile phone/device to the emergency number 
‘112’ will be routed to a Public Safety Answering Point(PSAP), which are akin 
to a call centre. The number of PSAPs in a State or Union Territory(UT) to be 
decided by the State Governments/UTs; however there should be at least one 
PSAP in each State/UT. 

iii) The existing emergency calling numbers 100,101,102, and 108 helplines to be 
retained as secondary numbers. The calls made to the secondary numbers 
should be re-routed to 112 for termination with an announcement to the caller 
to call 112 as emergency number in future; Once calls to secondary numbers 
reduce significantly, these numbers can be withdrawn gradually. 











iv) Access to IECRS to be permitted even from those mobile/landline phones 
where the outgoing call facility has been debarred or the service is suspended 
temporarily. 

v) Calls to the single emergency number should be prioritized in the cellular 
mobile networks. 

vi) SMS based access to IECRS should also be provided. 

vii) All Telecom Service Providers(TSFs) will have to provide location information 
and details of caller to the IECRS. For this purpose four regional database 
centres, one in each metro city, to be set up in the country. BSNL to setup and 
maintain these regional database centres. 

viii) There should be a multi-sectoral agency having representations from MHA, 
Department of Telecommunications(DoT), Department of Electronics and 
Informations Technology(DEITY), Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare(MHFW), Ministry of Women and Child Development(MWCD) and other 
concerned Centre and State agencies which can coordinate and help in setting 
up of IECRS in the country. 

ix) A trial version of PSAP based IECRS should be put in place as a prototype 
before full scale implementation. 


The recommendations have been placed on TRAFs website www.trai.gov.in . 


5. For any clarification/ information Shri Sanjeev Banzai, Advisor (Networks, 
‘Spectrum and Licensing), TRAI may be contacted at Tel. No. +91 11-23210481 or 
email: advmn@trai. gov. in. 
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of Gazette Notification. 

1. Introduction 

CO At present, the mobilei hardseK b »g 

“BsESIsrSLiSSSSTi 

distress. 

2. Background 
A. SOS/Panic Button 

... u . Ma n n Nn 264//M/2015 dated 08/07/2015 (copy enclosed at page- 

fcsHiassrriis 

heip in time of distress. 

15.10.2015 & 29.10.2015 ( e 

■- < ss^H?5S? 

*de e-mail (P-83/0 the following solution for inclusion of SoS/Pan.c Button 
feature and smart mobile phone handsets:- 

fil Feature Phones: - Implementation of SOS/Panic Button on feat 1 ::^ 
phones trough the pressing of 'Numeric Key-5' or 'Numeric Key-9) to 

'(ufsmart Phones?- ?se existing 'emergency call' button on the virtual 
keypad to invoke Emergency Call in 112 when long-presse . 

Using the existing Power ON-OFF hard key to invoke 112 -Emergency Call 
when 'short-pressed thrice in quick succession' for initiating a call to 112. 

,, A As reaards generating four SMS at the time of invoking panic button, 
TnLn A rpii?jlar Association is of the opinion that this will only multiply the 
Sg^mTgSe^on of falsest to the Law Enforcement Agency. 

This suggestion has merit. 
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£ , At Present various phones which are being available in the market are 
feature phones and smart phones. 

B. GPS facility 

iL *!??? the recommendati °ns of TRAI for Single Emergency Number based 
integrated Emergency Communication and Response System (IECRS), all mobile 
handsets should have the GPS facility. The matter was considered by the 
' el£ f om Commission in its meeting held on 28 th March, 2016. Copy of the Note 
is placed at p.88/c. It has been recommended that all mobile phones should 
have this facility w.e.f. 1.1.2018. By this time, it is expected that majority of 
feature phones which are being used by the public at large will be replaced by 
t he smart phones. Copy of the Minutes of the meeting is placed at p.89/c. 

3. Statutory provisions 

U; The Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 does not deal with the sale of wireless 
telegraphy apparatus. The sale of wireless telegraphy apparatus is governed 
under Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933. Section 10 of Indian tireless 
Telegraph Act, 1933 stipulates as detailed below:- 

"10. Power of Central Government to make rules — 

(1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette 
make rules for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this 

r\ Cl. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foreqoina 

power, such rules may provide for— y 

(i) determining that any article or class of article shall be or shall 
not be wireless telegraphy apparatus for the purposes of this Act 

(ii) the exemption of persons or classes of persons under section 4 
from the provisions of this Act; 

(Hi) the manner of and the conditions governing the issue, renewal 
suspension and cancellation of licenses, the form of licenses and 
the payments to be made for the issue and renewal of licenses- 
O v )the maintenance of records containing details of the acquisition 
and disposal by sale or otherwise of wireless telegraphy apparatus 
possessed by dealers in wireless telegraphy apparatus; 

(v) the conditions governing the sale of wireless telegraphy 
apparatus by dealers in and manufacturers of such apparatus. 

?hJ n , T k ' n l ar f u ! e “ nder this ^ion the Central Government may direct 
Tundred e mpees * punishab,e with r,ne which may extend to one 

( xL E r V »Z rU 'l Z a f UPder th/s section sha " be laid as soon as may be 
after it is made before each House of Parliament while it is in session for a 

tow pence of 30 days which may he comprised in one sector mOc 

or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session 

ZTho Y ° Win9 thG SeSSi ° n ° r the successive ^sions a foresail 
Z H °f.TI 9ree m making any modification in the rule or both Houses 
ctgtee thac the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter havp 
6/feet only in such modified form or be of no effort th& /->— u 

so however, that any such modification or annulment shall be™thout 
prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that rule ." 





Hi) In exercise of the power conferred under section 10 of Indian Wireless 
Teleqraphy Act, 1933, it is proposed to make rule for mandating facilitation of 
panic button/SOS button/GPS facility on all mobile phone handsets in India. 
Panic button/SOS button facility is proposed to come into force from 1.1.2017 
while mandating GPS facility is being proposed from 1.1.2018. 

(Hi) As these facilities are required for emergency purpose, protection of crime 
against women and child, helping people in distress, identifying, their location in 
distress conditions and such rule is in public interest and for proper conduct of 

telegraph. 


(iv) Proposed rules are given below: 

1. Short title and commencement: 


(1) These rules may be called "the facilitation of panic 
button/SOS button/GPS facility for emergency calls on al! 
mobile phone handsets in India. 

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication 
in official gazette. 

2. Definition: . , . „„ 

(a) Feature phone: A mobile phone that incorporates features 

such as the ability to access internet and store and play music 
but lacks the operating system feature of a personal computer. 


(b) 


(c) 


a 


Smart phone: A mobile phone with an advanced mobile 
operating system, which combines features of a personal 
computer operating system with other features useful for 
mobile or hand held use. 

GPSfGlobal Positioning System): The Global Positioning 
System (GPS) is a satellite-based navigation system that 
provides location and time information in all weather conditions, 
anywhere on or near the Earth where there is an unobstructed 
line of sight to four or more GPS satellites. 

(d) SOS : Save Our Soul. 

3. With effect from 1 st January, 2017, the new mobile phone manufactured 
for sale/ trade in India shall have following features 

(0 Feature phones: SOS/panic button on feature phones 
shall be implemented by pressing "Numeric key - 5 or 
"Numeric key - 9" to invoke emergency call. 

(ii) Smart phones: Emergency call button shail be 
implemented by pressing the same for long time to 
invoke emergency call. 

or 

Use of existing power On/Off button, when short pressed 
thrice in quick succession. 

With effect from 1 st January, 2018, the new mobile phone manufactured 
lur sale/ ^ade in India shall have facility for identifying the location through 
. Satellite based Global Positioning System (GPS). Such GPS shall be preferably 
I Indian Satellite based system. 



~HS~ 


5. The customers shall be advised through manuals about the uses of these 
features at the time of sale. 

4. Approval sought 

(i) Approval is sought for the proposal contained in para 3(ii), (iv) & (v). 

(ii) Accordingly, a proposed draft notification is placed at p.90/c. 

(iii) After administrative approval of Hon'ble Minister, the same will be sent to 
Ministry of Law and Justice for legal vetting before issuance. 




Submitted for approval and kind consideration. 


PDGfAS-D 


Member fTJ 


Secret 


Hon'ble MOC IT 


G 


-PGiyvuj. 


(R.K.Soni) 
Director (AS-III) 
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Government of India 

Ministry of Communication & Information Technology 
Department of Telecommunications 
Access Services Wing, 

20, Ashoka Road New Delhi-110001 


Please refer the approval of Hon’ble MOC&IT 


on pre-page 


re £ ar ^‘ n S ‘implementation of Inclusion 


•SOS/Panie Button- for Emerg e„ cy Calls 


Handsets in India. 


2. We may send the file to the Deputy Legal CounselX^I IT... « 

Ministry of Law & Justice for their vettfng. ’ ’ Leg,S,at,ve Department, 
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(Dhandtijay Kr. Ranjan) 
Director(AS-III) 
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The Deputy Legal Counsel 
Legal-I, Legislative Department 
Ministry of Law & Justice 
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-48/N- 


Department of Telecommunication 
(Access Services Wing) 


Reference from pre-paae. 

Subject: Implementation of Inclusion of "SOS/Panic Button" for Emergency 
Calls on all Mobile Handsets in India- regarding publication of Gazette 
Notification. 

For publication of Gazette Notification regarding Implementation of Inclusion of 
''SOS/Panic Button" for Emergency Calls on all Mobile Phone Handsets in India, the 
file was submitted to Deputy Legal Counsel, Legal-1, Legislative Department, Ministry 
of Law & Justice for legal vetting after the approval of Hon'ble MOC&IT. Accordingly, 
Deputy Legal Counsel mentioned on pre-page that the proposal does not come under 
the ambit of the Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act 1933. He also mentioned that the 
Administrative Ministry may take the opinion of the Department of Legal Affairs 
whether the proposed rules will come under the purview of Section 7 of the Indian 
Telegraph Act 1885 and the rules made there under after taking the opinion of Legal 


In view of above, we may take the opinion of Legal Advisor (T) on the 
implementation of Inclusion of "SOS/Panic Button" for Emergency Calls on all Mobile 
Handsets in India- regarding publication of Gazette Notification under the following 
mentioned statutory provisions: 

Statutory provisions 

(i) The Jndian Telegraph Act, 1885 section 7 does not deal with the sale of 
wireless telegraphy apparatus it is applicable for licensee, the mobile handset 
manufactures are not the licensee. The sale of wireless telegraphy apparatus is 
governed under Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933. Section 10 of Indian 
Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933 is applicable for manufactures and dealers of 
wireless telegraphy apparatus. In this Act Section 10, para 2(v) illustrates that 
which is below:- 

"10. Power of Central Government to make rules.— 

2 (v) the conditions governing the sale of wireless telegraphy apparatus 
by dealers in and manufacturers of such apparatus. 

However at present scenario panic/SoS button is one of the most important 
features required in mobile phone handsets particularly for women in distress 
keeping in view of "Nirbhaya" case. 

In view of above, file is submitted for legal opinion and further 
consideration of JS & LC, Legislative Department, Ministry of Law & Justice on 
urgent basis so that stipulated time will be available for the mobile phone 
handset manufactures to incorporate the panic/sos button in the mobile phone 
handsets please. 





To 


The Deputy Legal Counsel 
Legal-I, Legislative Department 
Ministry of Law & Justice 
D-Block, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi 
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File No. 16-04/2015-AS-III/NP/Panic Button 
-51/Nr 

Department of Telecommunication 
(Access Services Wing) 

Reference from pre-paop. 

Srs-'-^Kriaaa 
l *s£srs sssr— - be — -• 



Director (AS-III) 


DIl&fA^I) 

4 

To, 

The Superintendent 
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(3firj^r 


'V+jTi 


- cFTjTLT 
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-TTJT 


^KT -t 7^7, 
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x25P.pt. 2 j 
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-53/N- 

Department of Telecommunication 
(Access Services Wing) 


Reference from pre-page. 

Subject: Implementation of Inclusion of “SOS/Panic Button” for Emergency Calls on 
all Mobile Handsets in India- regarding publication of Gazette Notification. 


The fair vetted draft of the notification (placed at 92/c) in Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act 

_ 1933 vide notes on p-50/n concurred/vetted by Ministry of Law and Justice, Shastri Bhawan, 

; G q ”, New Delhi and the same has been translated in Hindi by Rajbhasha Section, Ministry of Law 


IN..I 

Out. 


1 . At.iS.J.fT.r 

At .and Justice, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi. 


2. Accordingly, vetted draft of the gazetted Notification regarding Implementation of 
Inclusion of “SOS/Panic Button” for Emergency Calls on all Mobile Handsets in India in 
English and Hindi version is placed at 93/c for kind approval please. 



Director (AS-III) 




S- T) 
















